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European Research Council  



European Research Council  
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ü promotes the best research in Europe 

ü wants to bring the best international 

researches to Europe 

ü promotes innovative and across-fields 

research 



Outline  
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ü Background 

ü Evaluation Process 

ü Preparing an application 

ü Data 

ü ERC-NSF 



Budget: ú 13.1 billion (2014-2020) - 1.8 billion ú/year 

What is the ERC? 
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ü 1 researcher : Any nationality, age or current place of work 

in the world 

ü No thematic priorities - All fields of science and 

humanities 

ü No consortia, 1 Host Institution in Europe 

Autonomous funding body set up by the EU  

in 2007 and led by scientists 

http://www.francisplumbing.com/images/excellence.jpg


 

2013-2020 : H2020 budget ú 77 billion  
ERC budget ú 13.1 billion 
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ERC grants in a nutshell  

ERC awards are: 

ÅVery competitive: ~10% success rates 

ÅSignificant: ú1.5 Mio ï ú3.5 Mio 

ÅBottom-up: open to any topic 

ÅAmbitious: achieve/boost independence; form a group 

ÅLooking for High-risk/High-gain research 

ÅFlexible: distribution of budget can be changed 

ÅPortable: can be moved anywhere in Europe 
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ü The Principal Investigator and the  Research team 

Á The PI can choose national or trans-national team members if 
scientific added value proven 

Á The grant covers salaries (PI and team members) 

 

ü Research project 

Á High risk/high gain (Frontier research) 

Á Up to 5 years projects 

 

ü Host Institution 

Á The one where the researcher already works, or any other 
institution established in the EU or associated countries 

Á Universities, research centres; public or private 

Á Grants are portable (the PI can change Host Institution) 

ERC ï Basic elements of the grant 



Incentive:  

Á  Additional ñstart-upò funding for scientists moving to Europe  

(EUR 500 000 for Starting , EUR 750 000 for Consolidator , and EUR 1 

Million for Advanced grantees) 

Flexibility:  

Á  Grantee can keep affiliation with home institute outside Europe 

(ñsignificant partò of work time in Europe) 

Á  Team members can be based outside Europe 

Attractive features 

for researchers from outside Europe  
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ümore than 4000 proposals funded 

ü highly competitive: average success rate 12% 

üEU value added: pan-European competition among researchers 

for the first time ever 

ümaking Europe more attractive in the global competition for 

scientific talent 

After 7 years of existenceé 
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Starting Grants 
 

starters  

(2-7 years after PhD) 

up to ú 2.0 Mio  

for 5 years 

  

Advanced Grants  
track-record of 

significant research 

achievements in 

the last 10 years 

up to ú 3.5 Mio  

for 5 years 

Proof-of-Concept  
bridging gap between research - earliest 

stage of marketable innovation  

up to ú150,000 for ERC grant holders 

ERC Grant schemes 

Consolidator Grants 
 

consolidators  

(7-12 years after PhD) 

up to ú 2.75 Mio  

for 5 years 
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Social Sciences and Humanities 

Á SH1 Individuals, institutions & markets 

Á SH2 Institutions, values, beliefs and behaviour 

Á SH3 Environment ,space and population 

Á SH4 The Human Mind and its complexity 

Á SH5 Cultures & cultural production 

Á SH6 The study of the human past 
 

Physical Sciences & Engineering 

Á PE1 Mathematics 

Á PE2 Fundamental constituents of matter 

Á PE3 Condensed matter physics 

Á PE4 Physical & Analytical Chemical sciences 

Á PE5 Materials & Synthesis 

Á PE6 Computer science & informatics 

Á PE7 Systems & communication engineering 

Á PE8 Products & process engineering 

Á PE9 Universe sciences 

Á PE10 Earth system science 

Life Sciences 

Á LS1 Molecular & Structural Biology &  

Biochemistry 

Á LS2 Genetics, Genomics, Bioinformatics & 

Systems Biology 

Á LS3 Cellular and Developmental Biology 

Á LS4 Physiology, Pathophysiology &  

Endocrinology 

Á LS5 Neurosciences & neural disorders 

Á LS6 Immunity & infection 

Á LS7 Diagnostic tools, therapies & public health 

Á LS8 Evolutionary, population & environmental 

biology 

Á LS9 Applied life sciences & biotechnology  
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ERC Panel Structure 

25 Panels 
Each Panel : Panel Chair and 10-15 Panel Members 
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ERC Grants in 

Social Sciences and Humanities  
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Some ERC Grants in 

Social Sciences and Humanities  

×  SH3   Wolfgang Lutz      FutureSoc 
      Forecasting Societiesô Adaptive Capacities to Climate Change 

×  SH1   Jean Tirole    COGNITION 
     Cognition and Decision-Making: Laws, Norms and Contracts 

×  SH4   Esperanza Alfonso      INTELEG -  The Intellectual and Material Legacies 

of Late Medieval Sephardic Judaism: An Interdisciplinary Approach 

×  SH2   ;Ǿŀ tƽŎǎ      INTELEG  -  Vernacular religion on the boundary of 

Eastern and Western Christianity: continuity, changes and interactions 

×  SH5   Barbara Graziosi      Living Poets 
       Living Poets: A New Approach to Ancient Poetry 

×  SH6   Jean-Philippe Genet      SAS  
       Signs and States: Semiotics of the Modern State 

 



Outline  
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ü Background 

ü Evaluation Process 

ü Preparing an application 

ü Data 

ü ERC-NSF 



Eligibility check  

(PI, HI, submission restrictions) 

Step 1 (remote) evaluation on 

the basis of section 1 of 

proposal* by panel members 

Proposals  

passing to step 2 

Individual assessment of full 

proposal by panel members & 

referees 

Submission of  

full proposal (strict deadline!) 

Proposals  

selected for funding based on 

call budget 

Submission, evaluation and selection 
Starting, Consolidator and Advanced Grants 

*) Profile of PI, project extended synopsis (Part B1)  

1st Panel meeting 

StG, CoG: 

2nd Panel 

meeting incl. 

interviews of 

applicants 

AdG:  

2nd Panel 

meeting 
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Excellence as sole criterion, to apply to: 

1. Quality of the research project 
Č Ground-breaking nature of the research: Important challenge? 

Substantially beyond the current state of art? High-gain/high-risk balance 

Č Potential impact: Possibility of a major break-through? 

Č Scientific Approach: Feasibility, novel concepts/methodology  

2. Principal Investigator 
Č Intellectual capacity and creativity: Track-record, capacity to go 

significantly beyond the state of the art, evidence of creative independent 

thinking  

Č Commitment: Willing to devote a significant part of PI's working time 

(minimum of 50% for Starting, minimum of 40% for Consolidator Grant, 

minimum of 30% for Advanced Grant) 

Evaluation Criteria 



ƅ 20 

Å Panel members: typically 600 / call 

Č High-level scientists 

Č Recruited by ScC from all over the world 

Č About 12 members plus a chair person 

 

Å Referees: typically 2000 / call 

Č Evaluate only a small number of proposals 

Č Similar to normal practise in peer-reviewed 

journals 

 

Other  

(7%) 

Who evaluates the proposals ? 

(7%) 

 USA  



Outline  

ƅ 22 

ü Background 

ü Evaluation Process 

ü Preparing an application 

ü Data 

üERC-NSF 



When to submit?  
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Increasing number applications causes low success rates 

and high panel workload 

 New Resubmission restrictions 

 

ÅSince 2014 calls, tighter resubmission rules : 

o If B (Step 1 or Step 2) : will have to wait out one year 

o If C  (Step1) : will  have to wait out two years  



Eligibility window can be extended for following cases: 

 

ÅMaternity leave: 1.5 years per child before or after 

deadline 

ÅPaternity leave: for whatever documented paternity 

leave that has been taken before or after deadline 

ÅNational service, long-term illness: whatever 

documented time after deadline 

 

Which Call? 
StG/CoG : Possibility of eligibility extensions 



ƅ 26 

Part B1 (submitted as .pdf) 

 
a ï Extended synopsis  5p 

b ï Curriculum vitae  2p 

c ï Funding ID  

d - Track-record  2p 

Online Submission  
Proposal structure 

Administrative forms (Part A) 

 
1 ï General information 

2 ï Administrative data of  

      participating organisations  

3 ï Budget 

4 ï Ethics 

5 ï Call specific questions 

 
Part B2 (submitted as .pdf) 

not evaluated in Step 1 

 

Scientific proposal   15p 

a ï State-of-the-art and objectives 

b ï Methodology 

c ï Resources   

Annexes 
Commitment of the host institution, 

PhD certificates, etc 

Guidelines and Recommendations in the 2014 Guide for Applicants 



Submission of Proposals 

 Differences in Part B1 and Part B2 

 

Č In Step 1: Panel members  (generalists and with 

multidisciplinary approaches) see only Part B1 of your 

proposal:  Prepare it accordingly! 

 

Č In Step 2:  Both Part B1 and B2 are also sent to 

specialists around the world (specialized external 

referees) 
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Preparing an application 

Hints and tips (Part B1) 
 

ÅAt Step 1, only the extended synopsis (Part B1) is read: give a 

concise and clear presentation (evaluators are not 

necessarily all experts in the field). 

Å Pay particular attention to the ground-breaking nature of the 

research project ï no incremental research!  State-of-the-art is 

not enough. 

Å Find the balance between ambition and feasibility. 

 



 

Preparing an application 

Hints and tips (Part B1) 
 

ÅKnow your competitors ï what is the state of play and why 

are your idea and scientific approach outstanding?  

Å Outline of the methodological approach (feasibility) 

ÅShow your scientific independence in your CV. Explain 

your contribution to the selected publications. 

Å Avoid any suspicion of plagiarism 

 



Preparing an application 

 Hints and tips (Part B 2) 

Å Make clear what you want to do 

Å Put your project in the context of competitors 

Å Provide sufficient detail on methodology, work plan, 

selection of case studies etc. (15 pages)  

Å Provide alternative strategies to mitigate risk. 

Å Explain involvement of team members. 

Å Check coherency of figures, justify requested resources  

 



Å Read the Guide for Applicants and the Ideas Work 

Programme.  

 

Å Any doubts about your eligibility or any other questions, 

contact one of the NCPs or the ERCEA. 

http://cordis.europa.eu/national_service/home_en.html 

 

Åsubscribe to the ERC newsletter http://erc.europa.eu/keep-

updated-erc 
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Preparing an application  

Guidelines and other Resources 
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Preparing an application  

Check the already Funded Projects 

Menu allows to search ERC projects by 

Funding Scheme, Call year, Country of 

Host Institution and  panel 

http://erc.europa.eu/erc-funded-projects  


